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Louden-Knickerbocker 
Hall 


A Private Sanitarium for 
Nervous and Mental Diseases 
81 Louden Ave. Amityville 

AMityville 4-0053 




















Farmingdale 
Individual Laundry 


Dry Cleaning - Laundering 
Rug Cleaning 

Broad Hollow Road 

Phone FArmingdale 2-0300 
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Sales and Service 
-_MULLER 
Automobile Corp. 


Merrick Road and Broadway 
AMity ville 4-2028 and 4-2029 




















BRAKES RELINED 
on Passenger Cars and Trucks 
Power Brake Sales Service 
Suffolk County Brake Service 
314 Medford Avenue, Patchogue 
GRover 3-1722 








FURNITURE 
8. B. HORTON CO. 
(Established 1862) 
821 Main St. Greenport 
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FLORIST 

828 Conklin Street 

FARMINGDALE 
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Schrafel Motors, Inc. 
NASH Sales and Service 
NEW and USED CARS 
Merrick Road, West Amityville 
Leo F, Schrafel AM 4-2306 
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Coal Company, Inc. 


Division Household Fuel Corp 


‘Blue Coal’ 
Fuei Oil 


AMityville CHapel 
4-1060 9-0012 
Lindenhurst 
5-0178 
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Comments in Peconic-ese 


I’d like to thank the “Forum”, 
Mr. Baker of Huntington, Mrs. 
Byrne of Patchogue, and the late 
Mr. Mott (if he’s listening) for 
the very simple, effective, and in- 
expensive way to rid one’s self of 
an unwelcome, ingrowing snake. 
I’ve never had one, but have had 
plenty of trouble, keeping down 
some of the stories I’ve swallowed. 

I’m sort of old and foolish now, 
though I have to confess that the 
latter condition is not a recent 
attainment. In the 1890’s I was 
foolish enough to invest in East 
Patchogue’s Boynton-Dunton Bi- 
cycle Railroad daydream, which 
proved to be a nightmare for me 
and many others. 

In 1897 I had been married a 
year, and was living at 497 Monroe 
Street in Brooklyn when news of 
that terrible tallyho tragedy was 
brought to us. One of the boys 
who was killed, Leslie Roberts, 
was a neighbor on our block. The 
Greene Avenue Baptist Church 
was only four short blocks away, 
on Greene Avenue, near Lewis. 

No one, ever told us how ’twas 
possible to crowd 24 persons into 
that, or any type of tallyho coach, 
then available. Another thing I’ve 
waited sixty years to hear is: 
what happened to the six horses? 
It must have been tough going for 
them, even before they reached 
the Valley Stream crossing. 

Tell Brother Grabie I’ll look up 
that Riverhead cannon (lost in 
1918) soon as the frost is out of 
the ground, and remind Dr. Wood, 
that ’twill soon be time to brighten 
up the old plowshare in the sands, 
on the shore of Little Peconic Bay. 
My bride of 1896, my writer (Mr. 
Underwood) and I are all about the 
same age, but I’m the only one 
using a cane. 

George W. Case 
Peconic 


Whaleoil Barrel Bungs 


A discussion has arisen as to 
what kind of wood was used in 
making bungs for whaleoil barrels. 
Can some reader advise us in this 
matter? Address Long Island 
Forum, Amityville. 


FREEPORT 8-1212 


86 E. SUNRISE H'WAY 











SWEZEY FUEL CO. 
Coal and Fuel Oils 


Patchogue and Port Jefferson 
GRover 3-0270 Pt. Jef. 555 
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Funeral Director 


Arthur W. Overton 
Day and Night Service 


172 Main St. Tel. 1085 Islip 

















CASH AND CARRY 
Service 15% Off 
UNQUA LAUNDRIES 
AMityville 4-1348 
Dixon Avenue Copiague 














AMITY AUTO SALES 
Chevrolet Agency 


For Sales and Service 
Parts and Accessories 
Merrick and County Line Roads 
Tel. Amityville 4-0909-4-0910 











FURNITURE 
Frigidaire 
Home Appliances 


Englander & Simmons 
Sleep Products 


BROWN’S 
Storage Warehouse 


Your Furniture and Appliance Store 


1856 Maple St. Phone 31 ISLIP, L. I. 
Established 1919 























Highest Grade 


MEATS 
South Side Meat Market 


Stephen Queirolo, Prop. 


At the Triangle Amityville 
AMityville 4-0212 

















LEIGH’S TAXICABS 
MOTOR VANS - STORING 
WAREHOUSE 
Auto Buses For Hire 
AMityville 4-0225 














Near Amityvile Depot | 
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“Oragedy 


More than 150 years ago, 
within a_ stones-throw of 
where the Fire Island light- 
house now stands, a tragedy 
occurred which was to fur- 
ther increase the dread and 
dislike of the local inhabitants 
for the island. This incident 
took place, not to the accom- 
paniment of a roaring surf 
and howling gale, but on a 
bright, clear afternoon in 
early Spring with a gentle 
breeze blowing offshore and 
a cloudless sky overhead. 


It is one thing to meet your 
end in the full fury of battle 
or to be able to make the ef- 
fort to avoid death, but most 
horrifying to see it approach- 
ing inexorably and under cir- 
cumstances which render you 
helpless. 


The story we are about to 
relate might never have been 
recorded had it not been for 
a half-grown Massapequa In- 
dian boy who saw the final 
conclusion, and the family of 
the victims might well have 
been left in ever-increasing 
suspense as to the fate of 
their father and brothers. 


James Howe was a com- 
paratively well-off farmer, 
living in the tewn of Islip, 
and prospering better than 
most of his neighbors because 
of two well-muscled sons, 
John and Jacob, who worked 
their father’s acres with him. 
Two younger boys, Peter and 
Tobias, were not far behind 
the big brothers as cavable 
hands. Goed luck had fallen 
upon the Howe family, and 
the comfortable farm-house, 
well-kept outbuildings and fat 
cattle were the envy, without 
malice, of the country-side. 

One evening, upon his re- 
turn from the nearby village, 
Howe called his family togeth- 
er to discuss an opportunity 
cf which he had just heard. 
Twenty miles west of their 
farm, near where the village 
of Lindenhurst is now located, 
there were thirty acres to be 
had, and at a_ reasonable 
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of the ‘Widow’s (Preek 


Douglas Tuomey 


price. There was a house, 
with barns and cribs. If all he 
had heard was true, here was 
a seldom-found chance to ac- 
quire several more acres then 
he now owned, and best of all, 
enough of them to enable the 
two older brothers to take 
wives and build their own 
homes. In the case of both 
young men this happy event 
was imminent. 

There was no doubt that 
Howe’s present holdings could 
be disposed of to excellent ad- 
vantage; more than enough to 
take up the bargain available, 
so it was decided that on the 
following Sunday the father 
and sons would saddle up and 
take the journey of twenty- 
odd miles to view the new 
site. 

They found the land good. 
It was on the shore, and a 
navigable creek led from the 
bay to within a hundred rods 
of the house. The buildings 
were sound and had been well 
maintained by the previous 
owner. As the sons walked 
over the land, each in his 
mind was deciding where his 
own house would stand a year 
from now. Unknown to any of 
them, it was the location of 


the house, so near to the 
placid and shimmering creek, 
that was to cause their death. 
Upon returning home there 
was great activity and much 
planning, for a move such as 
was contemplated must of 
necessity involve a thousand 
details. There was all the 
farm equipment of wagons 
and ricks, the cattle and 
horses, the furniture, bedding 
and clothing, to say nothing 
of the odds and ends acquired 
by the various members of a 
prosperous farmer’s family. 


Finally, after all was 
settled, and the papers signed 
covering one sale and one pur- 
chase, the family were ready 
for the great move. Howe, 
with the practicability of a 
sound-thinking farmer, had 
evolved a plan. They would 
load as much as possible of 
the tools and implements in 
the two wagons. One of the 
young boys and his mother 
would drive them. The other 
small boy, mounted, would 
drive the cattle. Howe and the 
big sons would load the furni- 
ture, and everything that 
could not go in the wagons, 
on a large scow he had bor- 
rowed, and pole and row it 
along the shore and up the 
creek so conveniently leading 
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Dunes of the Ouier Beaches 
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to the door of his new home. 
In this way, the entire move 


would be made in one ev, = s BRannk and Borrow 
three back-and-forth trips 


over a rough and rutted road AT 
would be eliminated. 


At daybreak on the fateful THE FIRST NATIONAL BANK 


day, the family took their last 
meal together. The wagons AND TRUST COMPANY 


shuttled back and forth to th OF 
eats po cete the pen oo in BAY SHORE 
shallow water, and stowed 


: ; OPEN FRIDAY EVENINGS 6:30 TO 8 
their loads until only that 


was left at the house which 128 West Main Street Bay Shore, N. Y. 
could be taken by them along Member Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation Member Federal Reserve System 
the road. 








Seeing the cattle started 
off in good order, and well 
watered, and the wagons off . . ‘ 9 
behind them, Howe and his || Grumman Aircraft Engineering Corp’n 
man-sons waved and shouted 
their good-byes and took their Bethpage, Long Island, N. Y. 
way to the waiting scow. eaeientiin, 


A forty-foot long, fifteen 








foot wide, eo =~ Designers and Manufacturers of the 

scow was open between the _— . 
two-foot high  gunwales. liger Cougar 2F Sub Killer 
Heavily laden as she was, she / the Alb 

lay deep with barely a foot of and the alross 


freeboard, but there was no 
fear about this as the day was 
clear and there was just a ; : =? 
breath of offshore wind. Airplanes for the U. ae Navy and the Air Force 
There was a short stump of a 
mast set forward, with a leg- 
o-mutton sail, to take advan- 
tage of any following wind, 


























and two 0 ag ~~ bam By a aaa i 
or oars, and two long poles fur- 

nished the balance of propul- Nicholson & Galloway 

sion. There was no tiller and , 

the scow was flat-bottomed Established 1849 

and keel-less. Roofing and Waterproofin 

- Poling away from the shore of s P g 

until well out of the shallows, Difficult commissions accepted to correct wall and roof 

the men set the small sail and leaks in schools, churches, banks, public buildings, etc. 

the journey west seemed well 426 East 110th Street Cedar Swamp Road 
on the way. About an hour New York City Brookville, L. I. 
after leaving, Howe noticed LEhigh 4-2076 BRookville 5-0020 
that they were sliding side- 

ways almost as fast as they ~ 

were moving west, and get- | aia 

ting too far off the mainland. SHADE TREES ORNAMENTALS 
pio lly Pe = Buy from the grower - - - - it makes a difference 

use, only to find that they . 

were in deep water and un- Top O’ The Hill Nursery 

able to reach the bottom. a 

Dropping the poles, they took Vanderbilt Parkway off Deer Park Avenue 


to the oars, and to their 
amazement discovered that 
these were unable to make an 
impression upon the steady 
drift of the sluggish craft. FLOWERING SHRUBS EVERGREENS 


Continued on Page 92 


Huntington, L. I. 


Open every day except Monday - - - - Phone HAmilton 7-9191 
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“Rev. cAaron SBurr e ame C ourting 


‘THE Good little Parson, Mr. 

Burr I mean, treats me 
with the same extraordinary 
Kindness with which he has 
done ever since I knew him,” 
the Reverend Caleb Smith 
wrote from Elizabethtown in 
June, 1746, to his brother, 
Judge William Smith at the 
Manor of St. George on Long 
Island. “When I meet him 
either at home or here at my 
Landlords, at both which 
Places we see one another 
very often ... he seems to 
take an apparent satisfaction 
in treating me with the ut- 
most Civility & Friendship, 
And I am sure there is no 
one’s Company & Conversa- 
tion I choose before his; he 
has always something that’s 
savoury & instructive. Our 
Conversation is upon Grave 
subjects, and those which re- 
late to the great Affairs of 
another World, sometimes 
we talk of the Affairs of Man- 
kind, and what the Busy 
Bustling World is a-doing & 
have been doing upon this 
Ball of Earth, since first it 
had its Being. 

“Sometimes we talk upon 
the Subject of marrying, and 
who there is in the Female 
World that is likely will make 
happy Companions for Life, 
& who not,” Rev. Smith con- 
tinued, “And I think his sen- 
timents upon these matters 
are the most agreeable of any 
Persons I ever conversed with 
in my Life. And if any (one) 
thinks he is seeking Fortunes 
I think they are very much 
mistaken, for there is no man 
I am acquainted with, that I 
believe would sooner marry 
for true, real Merit without 
the Idol Money, could he any 
where light of it.” 

Reverend Aaron Burr and 
Reverend Smith had both at- 
tended Yale; Burr graduated 
from there in 1735, and went 
to Newark, New Jersey, to 
become pastor of the Presky- 
terian Church. Smith gradu- 
ated in 1743, and in 1747 went 
to Elizabeth at the invita- 


Chester G. Osborne 


Editor’s Note 


Mr. Osborne, appointed curator 
of the Tangier Smith Museum at 
Mastic by its trustees, George C. 
and Hugh S. Furman, prepared 
this article from original Smith 
family data. 


assist in the instruction of 
young students there and to 
continue his own studies in 
theology with Dickinson. In 
April of the next year the 
College of New Jersey, later 
to be named Princeton, was 
opened at Dickinson’s house 
and Smith gained the distinc- 
tion of becoming the college’s 
first tutor. 

A few months later (Oct. 7, 
1747) Dickinson died and was 
succeeded by Reverend Burr; 
Jonathan Edwards succeeded 
him, and finally, upon the 
latter’s death in 1758, Rever- 
end Smith managed the col- 
lege functions as a trustee 
and president pro tem until 
the position was permanently 
filled. 

When church duties re- 
quired his presence on Long 
Island, Reverend Burr made 
it a point to stop and visit at 
the Manor of St. George, 


eo ee 


near the present Mastic 
Beach. He delivered his friend 
Caleb’s letters to Judge 
Smith, and evidently found 
other good reasons for stop- 
ping. The luxury and _ hospi- 
tality of the Manor was well- 
known; a hundred slaves and 
other servants are said to 
have worked at the place; 
there was a pond from which 
ice could be cut and stored for 
cooling refreshment in the 
summer; there were great or- 
chards, miles of beachland, 
aud an abundance of game: 
deer still come close to the 
house at night to nibble at 
the imported shrubbery. 

In the 1740’s, four of 
Caleb’s five good-looking sis- 
ters were still single: Sarah, 
who was to marry the Rev- 
erend Dr. James Sproutt of 
Philadelphia; Martha or ‘“‘Pat- 
tee” who would marry a 
namesake of her brother— 
Judge Caleb Smith of Smith- 
town; Jane or “Jenny”, and 
Hannah, who married Thom- 
as Helme. We cannot say at 
this time which of the young 
ladies attracted Reverend 
Burr, but one—or more—did. 
“Pattee” made frequent visits 
to New Jersey, for Caleb’s 
letters are full of her greet- 


¥ 





Tangier Smith Museum Beyond Pond 
Photo by Author 


$5 
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ings to those at home, so 
perhaps she is the one. 

Be as it may, Caleb wrote 
in April, 1746, “I saw Mr. 
Burr, Uncle Daniel Sayre and 
Bro. Cooper all yesterday, 
who were all well. I believe 
you may not expect Mr. Burr 
down a-Courting any more. ..” 

But a year later he wrote 
again, “ “Tis but seven Days 
since I troubled you with one 
of my scrolls by Mr. Sims; I 
now send another by Mr. 
Burr, whom the Presbytery 
has ordered to go down to 
the Fast-End (of Long Is- 
land) to meet the ministers 
there. . .” 

As the years went by, 
Smith and the “Good little 
Parson” continued their 
friendship and their midnight 
discussions of the problems 
of the world—and of the 
problem of finding “happy 
Companions for Life.” They 
may have once determined 
to not marry “seeking For- 
tune”—but both married girls 
whose fathers were at one 
time Presidents of Princeton: 
Burr married Esther, daugh- 
ter of Jonathan Edwards (and 
became the father of the fam- 
ous Aaron Burr) ; and Rever- 
end Smith married Martha 
Dickinson. ; 

Burr’s marriage created a 
sensation; he was a college 
president, a famous preacher, 
and known to most eminent 
men of the New York and 
New Jersey area. He had 
courted in the family of 


Judge Smith, a wealthy and 
influential Long Islander 
oneday to be a president of 
the New York Provincial 
Congress—and may have 
courted elsewhere. News- 
papers hint that the wedding 
was an odd affair: the divine 
made a pilgrimage to the 
wilderness of Stockbridge 
where Jonathan Edwards was 
living in austere meditative- 
ness, spent three days there, 
returned, sent a college boy 
up to conduct his bride-elect 
back to civilization, and mar- 
ried her forty-eight hours 
later. “Henceforth,” one cur- 
ious writer observes, “the 
beautiful and vivacious Es- 
ther (Edwards) made _ no 
more lace and painted no 
more fans for the ladies of 
Boston.” 

The New York Gazette 
printed a letter on July 20, 
1752: “Sir: 

“As you are a known and 
peculiar votary to the state 
of celibacy, I judged it would 
do you no disservice to ac- 
quaint you of a late occur- 
ence, which sufficiently evi- 
dences, that after the most 
mature consideration, some of 
our wisest and best men do 
prefer the endearment of the 
nuptial bed. 

“About eight days since, 
the Rev. Aaron Burr, presi- 
dent of the College of New 
Jersey, was married to a 
daughter of Mr. Jonathan Ed- 
wards, late of Northampton. 

Continued on page 94 
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Broadlawn Manor Nursing Home 





Especially Constructed Building 


BATH IN EVERY ROOM 


400 Broadway (Route 110), off Sunrise Highway 
Amityville, Long Island 


Gracious Living for Convalescent 
and Retired Guests 


fJ—Recreation Program 
{8}—Rehabilitation Facilities 
{s}3—Post-Hospital Care 


AMityville 4-0222 








TRAPHAGEN SCHOOL 


OF FASHION For Results 


TRAINING HERE PAYS LIFE DIVIDENDS 
Summer, Fall aad Winter Courses 
Professional methods day or eve. All 
branches of Fashion for beginners or 
advanced students. Regents’ Credits. 


DAY, EVENING & SATURDAY COURSES 


Now forming for Design, Illustration, Cloth- 
ing Construction and all branches of Fashion 


INTERIOR DECOR. and DISPLAY 
Courses here prepare students for the fasci- 
nating and remunerative fields of commercia) 
art. Maximum instruction in minimum time. 

Active Free Placement Bureau. 
Send for Cireular For Phore CO. 65-2077. 
REGISTER NOW! Our Graduates in Demand! 


Traphagen, 1680 B’way (52 St.) N. Y. 19 








Mother’s Day Gifts 


IN CHINA 
Minton Bone, Spode, Doulton 
Syracuse, Lenox 


IN STERLING 
Stieff Towle Gorham 
IN GLASS 
Fostoria Tiffin Duncan 


And Other Quality Lines 


TOOMEY’S GIFTS 
85 Main St. BAY SHORE 
17 E. Main St. Smithtown 




















Serving Suffolk 


e Massapequa to Hampton Bays 
@ Cold Spring Harbor to 
Greenport 


OVER 3() YEARS! 


LAUNDERING * DRY CLEANING 


BLUE point /aundry 


EMerson 3-6000 


hespnetnnnaesentensenninemmemememess 








Blue Ribbon 


USED CARS 


Packard Sales and Service 


SCHARD MOTORS 
Merrick Rd. and Bayview Av. 


AMitvyille 4-1438 














Wines & Liquors 


IMPORTED AND DOMESTIC 


Delves Liquor Store 
LICENSE L-1382 
201 Bway., AMityville 4-0033 
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[ong Island’s Early Years 


Up to 435 years ago Long Island 
was unknown to white men and 
not until 85 years later did they set 
foot upon it. Twenty-seven more 
years passed before they founded a 
settlement. The Indians were a 
peaceable people, divided into thir- 
teen tribes, each in its own domain. 
They fished, whaled, hunted and 
and raised maize, pumpkins and 
papooses. 

There were no border clashes 
between the tribes. As a matter 
of fact, there were no borders other 
than those loosely defined by tradi- 
tion and a mutual desire to live 
and let live. To preserve good 
public relations they maintained an 
island-wide confederation with one 
tribal sachem serving as grand 
sachem over all. 

They built dugouts from tree- 
trunks by charring and scraping. 
These craft varied in size from a 
one-man affair to that of Grand 
Sachem Wyandanch’s forty or fifty- 
paddle royal barge. Five and six- 
man dugouts were used in pursuit 
of the whales which then made 
local waters their favorite winter 
resort. Their only weapon for 
whaling was the  stone-pointed 
spear which, though seldom deadly, 
when thrown in volleys could us- 
ually drive the mighty mammal 
ashore and, to quote from an old 
rhyme, “there it died at low tide’. 

In 1524 when the Florentine 
navigator Giovanni Verrazano dis- 
covered Long Island and skirted its 
south shore from the Narrows to 
Montauk he thought it part of the 
mainland, as shown by a chart made 
by his brother. When in 1609 
Henry Hudson, an Englishman em- 
ployed by the Dutch, came ashore 
at the west end, he too believed 
it was mainland. It took the Dutch 
trader Adrian Block, five years 
later, to sail through the Sound and 
prove that this elongated strip of 
terra firma was surrounded by 
water. 


Landing on Montauk in the 
spring of 1614, Block became the 
first white man to tread the soil 
of future Suffolk County; also the 
first to contact its aboriginal inhab- 
itants. It was he who, upon re- 
turning to Europe, first sold the 


Paul Bailey 
Suffolk County Historian 


idea that Paumanok, as the Indians 
called the Island, was a very de- 
sirable piece of real estate and, like 
the immediate mainland, was well 
worth any government taking it 
over. This the Netherlands did, at 
the same time claiming all the 
coastal territory from Canada, 
where the French had already 
gained a foothold, to Virginia 
which had become British as early 
as 1607, as well as all the wilder- 
ness stretching westward to a dis- 
tance which was anybody's guess. 
But before Dutch immigrants be- 
gan moving into this vast area in 
any numbers the English, whose 





territorial claims overlapped those 
of the Dutch in most quarters, in 
1620 planted a permanent colony 
at Plymouth in Massachusetts and 
immediately began to branch out 
with all the vim, vigour and vitality 
of a modern grocery chain. 

For more than thirty years after 
Adrian Block’s local explorations, 
Long Island remained all Indian. 
During these years the Canarsees 
continued to dwell on the site of 
Brooklyn as did the Rockaways on 
their peninsula; and the Merokes 
and to their east the Massapequas 
along the south shore of future 
Nassau. The Massapequa domain 
reached Copiague where the Se- 
catogs took over to Blue Point. 
Then, still along the south shore, 


Henry Hudson 
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came the Unkechogs, their habitat 
extending to Eastport while from 
there to Bridgehampton dwelt the 
Shinnecocks with the Montauks be- 
yond to island’s end. 

On Shelter and other nearby is- 
lands lived the Manhansets while 
the site of Southold town was the 
home of the Corchaugs to whose 
west from Wading River to Stony 
Brook along the north shore came 
the Setaukets; then the Nissequogs, 
as far west as the river named for 
them, and finally westward to the 
East river, the Matinecocks. These 
thirteen tribes remained a happy, 
contented people only until the year 
1636. 

That was a momentous year for 
Long Island. It marked the found- 
ing of its first settlement, a small 
group of homes named New 
Amersfort, later Flatlands, in future 
south Brooklyn, on land acquired 
by Dutch Governor Wouter Van 
Twiller and colleagues from the ill- 
fated Canarsees. It was the year, 
too, that Charles I of England 
awarded the entire island to Wil- 
liam Alexander, Earl of Stirling, 
an uncanny Scot whose failure as 
a businessman was matched only by 
his efforts to be a poet. 

Fortunately Stirling, who never 
once visited his insular domain, had 
a real live-wire agent — one James 
Farrett — who soon began to pro- 
mote the east end of the island, and 
in lieu of a broker's fee himself 
took title to some of its choicest 
plots. Among these was Shelter 


Island, the first privately owned 
piece of real estate in the future 
county of Suffolk. 

The year 1636 also marked the 
beginning of the cold war between 
the English and the Dutch to take 
over Long Island lock, stock and 
barrel — a cold war which soon 
lost frigidity and 28 years later 
reached the boiling point in the 
English conquest of the island and 
all the rest of the Dutch province 
of New Netherlands. By then the 
island’s population was predomin- 
antly English from end to end. 

Four years after the Dutch set- 
tled New Amersfort, which how- 
ever did not attain township status 
until 1654, two groups of New 


Continued on page 95 








Island’s Largest Display 


Ira J. Friedman, 215 Main Street, 
Port Washington, who has the 
largest display of Long Island 
books, maps and other material, 
is selling Historic Long Island in 
Pictures, Prose and Poetry at list 
price exclusively in that aga 4 

—Adv. 








L. I. FORUM INDEX 


The Queens Borough Public Li- 
brary, 89-14 Parsons Blvd., Ja- 
maica, sells a complete index of 
the Long Island Forum for the 
years 1938-1947 inclusive, at $1 
postpaid. Also for the years 1948- 
1952 inclusive, at 50 cents post- 
paid. They were compiled by Miss 
Marguerite V. Doggett, Librarian 
L. I. Collection, and may be ob- 
tained by addressing her at the 
Library. 








The SUFFOLK MUSEUM at STONY BROOK 
and THE CARRIAGE HOUSE 


Hours: 10 - 5:30 Wednesdays thru Sundays. 
Admission: Museum, Adults 50c, Children 25¢ 

Carriage House Adults 75c, Children 25c 
GUIDED GROUP TOURS BY APPOINTMENT 


(Closed Mondays and Tuesdays) 
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Visitors Welcome 


The General Museum-Library of 
the Suffolk County Historical So- 
ciety, at Riverhead, is open daily 
(except Sundays and Holidays) 
from one to five P. M. 

Visitors always welcome (no 
charge) at this educational insti- 
tution where items connected with 
Long Island’s history, culture and 
natural sciences are on display. 








E. CLAYTON SMITH 


Established 1913 
Jobber-Replacement Parts 
Tools - Equipment 
218-220 East Main St. 


Babylon Tel. MO 9-0551 








The Bowne House 
Historical Society 
Judge Charles S. Colden, President 
presents 
The Bowne House 
Built 1661 
Bowne St. and Fox Lane 
FLUSHING, N. Y. 


A Shrine to Religion Freedom 
ADMISSION FREE 


Sundays, Tuesdays and Saturdays 1to5 P.M 














Blomquist Laundry 
COMPLETE 
LAUNDRY SERVICE 
11 Cottage Row Glen Cove 
Tel. Glen Cove 4-1105 


Serving the Community 
Since 1900 




















Wines and Liquors 
Large assortment of Popular 
Brands at the Lowest Possible 
Prices and in various size con- 
tainers to suit your needs. Losi’s 
Liquor Store, 170 Park Ave., Amity- 
ville. 








The Barth-Hamilton 
Agency, Inc. 
Complete INSURANCE Service 
George C. Barth, President 


134A Broadway Amityville 
AM 4-6600 and 6601 














First Mortgage Loans 


Phone CHapel 9-2000 





Farmingdale Federal Savings 


and Loan Association 
312 CONKLIN STREET 


3% Per Annum Dividend 


Insured Savings 


——— 
a 








FARMINGDALE, N. Y. | 





——- 








88 





MAY 


1957 


LONG ISLAND FORUM 


Some Early Zloyd “Papers 


T one time I had access 

to some papers of the 
Floyd family, from which I 
culled some odds and ends 
which will tell something of 
the Floyd interests in the 
early days. 

“Received July 21st, 1739, 
of Mr. Richard Floyd, the 
Sum of fifty Shillings in full 
for Freight of two Tombs 
from Middletown to Brook- 
haven. I say reid—his Edwd. 
X King Mark.” 

That Richard Floyd was 
the second of his name, and 
the two ‘Tombs’ were un- 
doubtedly the table stories of 
the first Richard and Mar- 
garet, his wife, which still 
stand in the Floyd burying 
ground, back of Setauket 
Presbyterian Church. There 
we read: “Richard Floyd late 
Colonel of this county & a 
Judge of ye Court of Common 
pleas, who Died Febry ye 28, 
1737 in the 73rd Year of 
his age.” 

When this first Richard 
came to this country from 
Wales he had no intention of 
being left in the dark, for he 
brought his candles with him. 
One at least of these candles 
is still in existence to testify 
to his forethought. The year 
1687 must have been a busy 
vear for him. For, in May of 
that year, no less than thirty- 
one people paid him money 
according to his account book. 

Perhaps a partial list of the 
names might be of interest: 
Thomas Helm, Benjamin 
Smith, Jo’n Smith, Thomas 
Biggs, Samuel Akerly, Wil- 
liam Jayne, Wife of Josiah 
Jones, Joseph Davis, Peter 
Whithare, Jo’n Wood, Wid- 
dow ffancie, Richard Hulse, 
Abraham Dayton, Ralph Day- 
ton, John Roe, Andrew Miiler, 
Sam Terrell, John Biggs, 
Obed Seward, William Sat- 
terly, and Widdow Muncie. 

Also during that year he 
received payment in whale 
bone, ‘oyle’ and hides. 

It was two years earlier 
than this, in 1685, that Wau- 


Kate W. Strong 


page Indian, alias Poridge, 
agreed with Richard Floyd to 
go ‘awhaling’ so as to be able 
to get a barrel of oyle and 
two pounds of best whale 
bone to pay him for a gun. 
In 1725 Richard Floyd was 
trading with England by his 
own ship, the Duke of Port- 
land. He brought from there 
fine cloth, shalloon, mohair, 
buttons and silks, I imagine 
for his own use. There was 
evidently smallpox in Fliza- 
bethtown, N.Y., in 1739, for 
Edward Bowling, a Quaker, 
writes ‘Friend’ Richard Floyd 
that there was no danger of 
smallpox in the things he was 
sending, which included 
blankets, 100 goose shot, and 
a half bbl. dutch powder. 
Bargains with the Indians 
were carefully put in writing. 
For instance: “This Enden- 
ture mad the 21st Day of 
August ano dominy one thou- 
sand Seven Hundred & fourty 
Six witnesseth that I Indian 
Rubin do hereby bind my Seif 
to goe awhaling for Richard 
Floyd or for his heirs Exuter, 


adms. or asignes the full & 
complete Tearm of three 
whaling Seasons in Consider- 
ation whereof I the Said Ru- 
bin have four pounds in Cash 
for which money I the said 
Rubin do oblige my Self to 
pay in oyell & bone to the 
above Richard Floyd or to his 
heirs or asignes in witness 
whereof I the Said Rubin 
have hereunto Set my hand 
& Seal the Day & year above 
Riten. his (Rubin X Indin 
seal) mark. Sealed & Deliver- 
ed in presence Nicoll Floyd, 
William tomson.” 

A like Endenture was made 
the same year with another 
Indian, Ned Laine. An ac- 
count book, beginning June 
5, 1765, starts this way: 

“Doctor Gilbert Smith had 
three bushels of wheat lent 
him. Selah hulse had two 
bushels of wheat lent him. 
Joseph Denton two _ bushels 
of wheat lent him. David 
hawkins had a bushel of corn 
lent him.” 

The whole account book is 
taken up with grain lent to 
neighbors, except once when 


Continued on page 92 

















The Old Floyd Homestead at Mastic 
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Leading Real Estate Brokers of 





Sayville 





Lillian H. Robinson, Realtor 
Real Estate, Insurance 
Furnished Cottages 
Farms - Homes - Acreage 
169 W. Main St. SAyville 4-1900 
Member of L. I. Real Estate Board 





Munsey Park 


See Wile for 
Worth While Real Estate 
General Brokerage 
Manhasset and vicinity 
DAVID T. WILE JR. & CO. 
8393 Northern Blvd. Manhasset 667 








Mineola 


J. ALFRED VALENTINE 
Real Estate - Insurance 
148 Mineola Boulevard 
Phone Garden City 7-7200 








~ Hicksville 





SEAMAN & EISEMANN, Inc. 
Real Estate - Insurance 


167 Broadway’ Tel. WElls 1-0600 





Riverhead 


DUGAN REALTY COMPANY 
Eastern Long Island Country 
Places along Ocean, Sound, 
Peconic, Shinnecock Bays. 








Northport 


EDWARD BIALLA 
ALBERT M. ZILLIAN 
EDWIN N. ROWLEY, INC 
Real Estate — Insurance 
Appraisals 
74 Main Street 
NOrthport 3-0108 and 2272 
Members L. I. Real Estate Board 











EASTPORT 
Edward B. Bristow 
Real Estate and Insurance 


Main Street EAstport 5-0164 














Savings Accounts opened 
and Banking-by-Mail 


The Union 
Savings Bank 


of Patchogue, New York 


The only Savings Bank in 
Western Suffolk County 








Member Federal Deposit 
Insurance Corporation 














Tally-Ho and Golf Clubs 


I look forward to receiving each 
copy of the Long Island Forum; 
many pleasant scenes and mem- 
ories of people and places, mostly 
pleasant and some_ unpleasant 
with one notable of the latter, 
being Mr. John Tooker’s item in 
the March issue of the 1897 Cross- 
ing Tragedy on the Merrick Road 
in Valley Stream on May 31, 1897. 

Living nearby, I was an eye- 
witness of this ghastly accident. 
On a bright clear day, as I recall 
it, a regular passenger train, 11:00 
A.M. from Valley Stream, emerg- 
ing through a wood-swamp struck 
the Tally-Ho. I feel sure there 
was no warning bell. The young 
Sunday School merrymakers were 
singing noisily and the two as- 
sistants as noted in the paper 
article were blowing horns. For 
years thereafter the crossing was 
referred to as The Tally-Ho Cross- 
ing. A road house nearby was 
called The Tally-Ho Inn. I believe 
the destination of the jolly crowd 
was the Oak Grove on the north 
road at the entrance to the Lyn- 
brook Driving Park. Mr. Wellbrook 
was frightfully injured and his re- 
covery was most remarkable. Long 
litigation followed. 

Sometime back, in writing the 
Story of Tiger Town and its people 
living near the scene of this dis- 
aster, I mentioned how I actually 
witnessed this tragedy. 

More pleasant to remember is 
the golf item in the same issue, 
Old Golf Clubs by Mr. Kenneth E. 
Davis of East Hampton. I believe 
from old records, the oldest Golf 
Course in the U.S.A. was started 
at Bayside near Flushing. I have 
forgotten where and when. Among 
the older ones, there was the Gar- 
den City Golf Club, very private 
and select. Members made applica- 
tion for a son in advance when 
born. Equally old was one at Rock- 
away Hunt Club at Lawrence. The 
Meadow Brook Golf Club at Mea- 
dow Brook was for swanky mem- 
bers only. I play them all. How 
come? So much for the Hoof and 
Mouth Disease. 

George E. Hart 
Wading River. 





I’m glad there are two publica- 
tions left that can be read with- 
out wading through a mess of 
scandal and crime. It’s a pleasure 
to read the Long Island Forum 
and The Rural New Yorker. Frank 
W. Corwin, Sag Harbor. 


Please accept my congratula- 
tions upon the choice of interest- 
ing and worthwhile material which 
you are publishing in your maga- 
zine. Samuel Engle Burr Jr., 
Chairman Dept. of Education, The 
— University, Washington, 

ec. 


Port Washington 





Howard C. Hegeman Agency, Inc. 
Real Estate and Insurance 
POrt Wash. 7-3124 185 Main St. 





Commack 


Established — 1925 
JOHN W. NOTT 
Listings Wanted, Farms, Acreage 
Estates East of Huntington 
Jericho Turnpike at Commack, L. I. 
FOrest 8-9322 


Huntington 


HENRY A. MURPHY 
INSURING AGENCY, Inc. 
Real Estate, Insurance, Mortgage 
Loans, Appraisals 
Steamship Tickets 
Cornelius L. Murphy Tel. Hunt. 176 














Wyandanch 


HAROLD S. ISHAM 
All Lines of Insurance 
Real Estate 
Straight Path, Wyandanch 
Tel. Midland 7755 








Mastic 





Realtor—Insuror 
BENJAMIN G. HERRLEY 
MONTAUK HIGHWAY 
Phone ATlantic—1-8110 


Glen Head 
M. O. HOWELL 
Real Estate - Insurance 
25 Glen Head Road 
Telephone ORiole 4-049] 
Bay Shore 
Auto and Other Insurance 
— Real Estate — 
HENNING & STEEL, Inc. 
83 E. Main, MOhawk 5-0876 & 0877 


Central Islip 




















ROBERT E. O’DONOHUE 
Carleton Ave. Tel. 6317 Central Islip 
Real Estate - Insurance 
Established 1911 








W. E. MAGEE, Inc. 


Insurance and Real Estate 
Francis B. Garvey 
Robert Snyder 


Babylon MOhawk 1-2600 














Ketcham & Colyer, Inc. 
INSURANCE 


George S. Colyer, Secy. 
Broadway and Park Ave. 
AMityville 4-0198 


$$$ 
——— 

















——_—_—— 
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Homeland 





Uniondale 


PETER P. ROCCHIO 
The Town Agency For 
Real Estate and Insurance 


889 Nassau Road, Uniondale 
Phone HEmpstead 2-6858 








Patchogue 





Realtors—Insurors 


JOHN J. ROE & SON 
125 E. Main St. GRover 5-2100 





Glen Cove 


HAROLD A. JACKSON CO. 
Insurance and Real Estate 
7 W.Glen St. Tel. ORiole 6-1500 
And 15 Forest Ave., Locust Valley. 


Westbury 











HAMILTON R. HILL 
Insurance - Real Estate 
For Westbury and Vicinity 
EDgewood 3-0108 249 Post Ave. 








Floral Park 


EDMUND D. PURCELL 
REALTOR 
Sales - Appraisals - Insurance 
111 Tyson Ave. FLoral Park 4-0333 








Lake Ronkonkoma 





CLIFFORD R. YERK 
[Lots, Farms, Shore Frontage 


Homes Acreage 
Rosedale Ave. and Richmond Blvd. 
Telephones Ronkonkoma 8543 and 8859 





East Norwich 


RICHARD DOWNING & SONS 
Real Estate & Insurance Brokers 
North Hempstead Turnpike 
Tel. OYster Bay 6-0592 


" BENS T. WEST 








Real Estate -Insurance 
EAST /ETAUKET 
Long island, New York 

a Tel.101 Setauket ss 











Unqua Agency, Inc. 
General Insurance 
Real Estate 
GORDON W. FRASER, Mgr. 
199-A Broadway AMityville 4-0876 




















Newspaper of 1810 


Mr. Andrew J. Case of Peconic, 
now in his 93rd year, recently 
loaned me two very interesting old 
volumes presented to him by: his 
grandmother, Mrs. Benjamin Case, 
in 1879. Mr. Case’s grandfather, 
Benjamin, was a long-time post- 
master of Cutchogue back in the 
early nineteenth century. 

Published in 1810 and 1811 re- 
spectively, these volumes contain 
a small weekly newspaper printed 
by one Saml. B. White, Water St., 
New York City. The publication is 
“The Lady’s Miscellany, or Weekly 
Visitor,” with subscription price 
two dollars per annum. The papers 
were, declared Editor White; ‘in- 
tended for the “Use and Amuse- 
ment of Both Sexes.” 

Among the many interesting and 
absorbing items throughout the 
delightful volumes I particularly 
noticed this ad in Dec. 22nd issue 
of 1810: “WANTED—A suitable 
country place beyond the suburbs. 
If no HOUNDS within 10 miles; or 
ATTORNEYS within 20 miles, the 
more agreeable.” 

In the April 13th issue of 1811 
appeared the following: “FOR 
SALE—Negro girl aged 15 or 16. 
Also a boy aged about 7. For price 
and particulars inquire at the of- 
fice of Oliver Waldron 62 Cherry 
St., New York City.” 

The July 20th, 1811, issue car- 
ried death notices of Mrs. Fudocia 
Carmen, aged 60, wife of Samuel 
Carmen of Brookhaven, Long Is- 
land. Under Coroner’s’ Report, 
same issue, was notice of the find- 
ing of the body of one John 
Rogers of Southold, who had evi- 
dently drowned at Peck’s Slip. 

Wilson L. Glover 
Southold 








Wrecking a Lighthouse 


In reply to a reader’s auery. the 
following information has_ been 
— by John Tooker of Baby- 
on: 

To demolish the Shinnecock 
lighthouse at Pon Quogue on the 
shore of Shinnecock Bay, some 
years ago, holes were punched in 
the base of the tower which con- 
sisted of stone, brick and cement. 
Then heavy shoring timbers were 
inserted. Finally a large opening 
was made in one side and the shor- 
ing saturated with oil. The result- 
ing fire gradually ate away the 
woodwork and the tower toppled 
and crashed, landing exacily where 
the engineers had planned. 


We read the Forum with great 
interest. We are living on property 
that belonged to old Southampton 
and I am a descendant of several 
of those early families. Anne H. 
Dewey, Red Creek Road, Hampton 
Bays. 


East Quogue 


GEO. H. JONES 
Real Estate and Insurance 
Squires Ave., East Quogue 
Tel. Hampton Bays 2-0190 








Wantagh 





W. J. JORGENSEN 
Realtor — Appraisals 
Tel. Wantagh 2210 





Wading River 


WM. L. MILLER & SON 
Real Estate and Insurance 
Phone: Wading River 4323 


Garden City 


BULKLEYg ORTON (9. 


CZOFFICES) 














“Brooklyn and Long Island's Largest 
Real Estate Organization”’ 


721 Franklin Ave. PI 6-5400 








**The Fame Behind the Name’’ 


HARDER 


Extermination Service, Inc. 
Termite Control, Mothproof- 
ing and all other services 


Phone Nearest Office 


GRover 5-2100 HUntington 4-2304 
PArk 7- 2943 1Vanhoe 1-880 
MOhawk 9-2020 SOuthampton 1-0346 
BEllport 7-0604. STony Brook 17-0917 


F. Kenneth Harder 


Robert Troup 
President 


Vice-President 














Mortgage Loans 


First Mortgage Loans 
Are Our Specialty 
W hen you’ve found the 
home you would like to buy 
or build, consult us about 
financing. 


Suffolk County’s 
Oldest Savings Bank 


Incorporated 1858 
Southold Savings Bank 
Southold, New York 


Member Federal Deposit Insurance 
Corporation 
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Leading Real Estate Brokers 





Floyd Papers 
Continued from Page 89 
“Tsrel bennett had 9 lbs of 
leather.” I am sorry to say I 
could find no letters of the 
time of the Revolution. 
Such were some of the in- 
teresting mixtures found 
among these old _ family 
papers. 





Greenport’s Clarke House 


“Ye Clarke House” was built at 
Greenport by Capt. Dyer for Capt. 
John Clarke in 1831. The last ves- 
tige of it disappeared in 1955 when 
wreckers demolished the eastern 
section’that had housed the village 
police for several years. It was 








BELLPORT 
Edward B. Bristow 


Real Estate and Insurance 





Mein Street BEllport 7-0143 














Benj. G. Huskisson 
INSURANCE REAL ESTATE | 
POrt Jefferson 8-0372 

208 East Main St., 


a 


Port Jefferson 


























‘Be Smart! Pick up and go to 


SUFFOLK’S 
FOREMOST 
ot Ic 


IO OWN 


18 Deer Park Ave. 
BABYLON 
BAbylon 6-0927 


SUFFOLK’S FIRST 
GUILD OPTICIANS 











famous for the number of distin- 
guished guests who had signed its 
registers, many of them familiar 
to readers of United States his- 
tory. 

Among the famous names are 
those of John Quincy Adams, Gen. 
Winfield Scott (Old Fuss and 
Feathers), James Fenimore Coop- 
er, Walt Whitman, Gen. Stewart 
L. Woodford, Admiral Winfield 
Scott Schley, Admiral Thomas 
Hutchins, and Admiral George 
Dewey. Why these famous persons 
came to Long Island, and to the 
Clarke House in particular, would 
no doubt make interesting stories. 
Mrs. Susan (Clarke) Post, man- 
aged the place in later years and 
in 1893-96 when the writer was 
living in Greeport, her sister, Miss 
Betsey Clarke, was manager. 

John Tooker 
Babylon 





But T. R. Got It 


Many stories have been written 
about Teddy Roosevelt, one of the 
great Presidents. But I wonder 
how many people know that an- 
other Long Islander almost be- 
came President of the United 
States instead of him. 

Charles Herbert Levermore of 
Brooklyn was favored for the 
candidacy for Vice-President by 
many delegates and by McKinley 
himself. However, Teddy Roosevelt 
was selected because he had great- 
er vote drawing power in the west 
than did Levermore. 

Therefore, when McKinley was 
assassinated in 1900 Levermore 
might have become President in- 
stead of Roosevelt. 

Incidentally, Charles Herbert 
Levermore was the first President 
of Adelphi College which originat- 
ed in Brooklyn in 1896 and moved 
to Garden City in 1929. 


Richard A. Winsche 
Bellerose 


I enjoy your magazine very 
much and look forward to it each 
month. 

Floyd E. Woolsey, Jr. 
Cold Spring Harbor 


Babylon 





CHARLES F. PFEIFLE 
Licensed Real Estate Broker 
Lots - Plots - Acreage 


W. Main, by Lake MOhawk 9-0644 








LONG ISLAND 


Aligert, REAL ESTATE 


for more than 40 years 


Main office on Main road at 
Mattituck. Tel. Mattituck 9-8434. 
Nassau County office at 1699 
Northern Blvd., Manhasset. Tel. 
Manhasset 7 2646. 








Real Estate Insurance 


EDWARD F. COOK 


East Hampton 
Telephone 4-1440 














LEON R. EDELSTEIN 
Babylon Town Real Estate 
Wanted to Purchase old L. I. 
Maps, Documents. 
630 Sunrise Highway Babylon 
Tel. MOhawk 9-1144 














Hubbell, Klapper & Hubbell 
LONG ISLAND REAL ESTATE 


65 Hilton Avenue 
Garden City, N. Y. 














REAL ESTATE 


Insurance Morigages 


JOHN T. PULIS 


101 Richmond Ave, Amityville 
AMityville 4-1489 

















SAVE 











With Insured Safety 
With Convenience 
OPEN AN ACCOUNT TODAY 


Buy Stone FeogRat Suvtxes 


3% Dividend Paid 








Che 
Suffolk Group 


MUTUAL FUND, INSUR- 
ANCE, TAX CONSULTANTS 


RETIREMENT AND 
ESTATE PLANNING 
CERTIFIED 
PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT 
190 Merrick Road, Amityville 
Tel. AMityvilte 4-3452 
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Widow’s Creek 


Continued from page 84 


Now thoroughly alarmed, 
the men bent to the oars as 
for their lives. The tide was 
running out, and the scow 
was steadily being borne 
nearer and nearer to Fire 
Island in spite of the mighty 
efforts of the powerful sons. 
Worse yet, the craft had 
taken on a slow circling mo- 
tion, rotating completely a- 
round in the current and 
utterly confusing the now be- 
wildered men who found 
themselves facing east, south, 
west and north in ever-in- 
creasing confusion. As the 
scow swung broadside to the 
out-rushing tide, she lurched 
forward as though propelled 
by unseen hands, and the wa- 
ter gurgled high against the 
side. 

Fighting down his panic, 
because they were now in the 
swift and dreaded current of 
the east channel, Howe de- 


cided that their one chance of 
avoiding being swept into the 
inlet was to try to make a 
landing on Fire Island, now 
within a half a mile of them. 
He shouted to his sons to 
endeavor to keep the scow 
straightened in the current, 
and going along with it, bring 
all their effort into making 
leeway toward the shore. This 
they did, and they were with- 
in two hundred feet of it, 
when Jacob’s oar snapped in 
two. Immediately the scow 
took up the circling motion 
again and the exhausted and 
horrified men felt the surge 
and lurch of the craft as the 
increasing speed of the cur- 
rent caught her abeam. Ter- 
rified they watched the shore 
slipping by as they came 
closer and closer to the inlet. 
Howe grasped a gun, and 
loading it with shaking hands 
he fired it, hoping that it 
would attract attention to 
their plight. It was this shot 
that was heard by the indian 
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boy who was clamming in the 
shallows along what we now 
know as Oak Island . 

There was no answering 
shot; but instead the menac- 
ing sound of the breakers 
could be heard as they broke 
over the bar across the inlet, 
and striking the outgoing 
rush of the bay tide-waters 
they leaped high in a smother 
of spray. Out in the bay, not 
a sail or a boat was to be seen, 
and Howe and his sons, after 
one more glance toward the 
far mainland, turned to face 
their doom. 

In relating what he saw, 
the indian boy told how the 
scow raced into the mael- 
strom, twisting and circling 
crazily. As she hit the white 
water, he said she reared up 
on end, throwing her cargo 
high in the air in a tumble of 
confusion, as though she had 
burst. He could see the heads 
of two men for quite a while, 
then only one head; and that 
man fought for a long, long 








Rates. 








HOME BUILDERS AND BUYERS 


Mortgage Loans on Most 
Favorable Terms, Lowest 
No Appraisal Fee 


THE “HISTORY HOUSES” 


OF THE FUTURE 


Are Being Financed by Your Savings Bank Now 





MORTGAGE HOLDERS 


We Purchase or Refinance 
Existing Mortgages on 
Approved Properties 





RIVERHEAD SAVINGS BANK 


84 YEARS OF SERVICE TO SAVERS AND HOME OWNERS 


RIVERHEAD, N. Y. 


PARK 7-3600 
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time. Finally, phlegmatically, 
the indian boy returned to his 
clamming, and finished, he 
returned home and told his 
people, but they kept silence 
until many months later, 
when a roving missionary 
heard of it and notified the 
authorities. 


Meanwhile, Howe’s wife 
and young sons reached their 
new home, and, surprised that 
the scow was not there ahead 
of them, they walked along 
the creek to the shore and 
scanned the waters of the bay 
for some sign of her. As night 
fell they unloaded the wagons 
and prepared the evening 
meal. Cheerfully the woman 
assured the youngsters that 
the scow had been stranded 
somewhere along the shore 
shallows, and their father and 
big brothers would soon be 
along, but after the children 
were sound in sleep, she 
walked again to the shore and 
stared steadily for hours to 
the east. 


Mrs. Howe was destined to 
stand there for many a night, 
looking for the husband and 
the sons who would never 
come. Before many years had 
passed both the young boys 
died, and she was left alone. 
Her lonely figure, stark and 
pitiful, could be seen every 
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plus” 


YOU CAN EARN 

up to 1% above the 
regular rate of dividend by 
saving systematically on a sched- 

uled monthly basis. Send for free handy 
save-by-mail kit. 


Suffolk County Federal 


Savings and Loan Ass'n 
Babylon, N.Y. Smithtown, N. Y. 


Member Federal Savings & Loan Insur. Corp. 





night standing where the 
creek flowed into the bay. 
Even in the most bitter win- 
ter evenings and after her 
hair had turned snow white, 
her shawl-wrapped and 
wraith-like body stood with 
face toward the east. Fisher- 
men home-bound in the twi- 
light ceased to hail her, and 
finally kept well off the point 
to avoid passing the haunting 
shape. Even before her death, 
the silent waterway had been 
christened “Widows Creek.” 


Burr’s Courting 


Continued from page 86 


She is a young lady of about 
twenty-one. Her person may 
be called agreeable; her na- 
tural genius seems to be 
sprightly, and no doubt, is 
greatly improved by a very 
virtuous education. In short, 
she seems to be one every 
way qualified to make a man 
of sense and piety happy in 
the conjugal relation. As to 
the courtship or marriage, | 
shall not descend to particu- 
lars; but only observe, in gen- 
eral, that for some centuries 
I suppose there has not been 
one more in the patriarchal 
mode. . .” 
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The gossips had their day; 
Burr, “a little small man as 
to body, but of a great and 
improved mind” may have 
had an eye to influence, or he 
may not have; but Caleb 
wrote the truth when he said 
that ‘the Good little parson” 
cared nothing for money: 
Burr served at Princeton 
without salary, both as a min- 
ister and college president. 
As to his wife, Esther, one 
letter to her father written 
shortly after Reverend 
Aaron’s death reveals her to 
be a deeply religious person 
for all her interest in fans and 
lace. The letter is of double 
interest because it mentions 
her son, one day to be a Vice- 
President of the United 
States, but at that time about 
twenty months old. She writes 
from Princeton, Nov. 2, 1757, 

“Since I wrote my mother’s 
letter, God has carried me 
through new trials, and given 
me new supports. My little 
son has been sick with the 
slow fever ever since my 
brother left us, and has been 
to the brink of the grave. But 
I hope, in mercy, God is 
bringing him up again. I was 
eneabled to resign the child 
(after a severe struggle with 
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nature) with the greatest 
freedom. God showed me that 
the child was not my own, but 
his, and that he had a right to 
recall what he had lent when- 
ever he thought fit; and I 
had no reason to complain, or 
say God dealt hard with me. 
This silenced me. . .” 

Death silenced Esther a few 
months after that; she died 
of small-pox on April 7, 1758, 
at the age of 26. 


Early Years 
Continued from page 88 


Englanders founded on either side 
of the island’s east end the first 
two towns in what is now the 
State of New York. They were 
Southold, overlooking the sound, 
and Southampton, fronting upon 
the Atlantic Ocean. Quite inde- 
pendent of one another, with the 
Peconic Bay lying deep between 
them, these towns had only one 
thing in common — Englishmen. 
The founders of Southold were 
led by the Rev. John Youngs, com- 
missioned by Governor Theophilus 
Eaton and the Rev. James Daven- 
port of New Haven to organize a 
town and church on Suffolk’s 
northeastern peninsula, then known 
as Yennicott. As no records of the 
town prior to 1651 are extant, much 
conjecture has been written into 
Southold’s early history. One Cap- 
tain Matthew Sunderland is said to 
have located at Ashamomoque, just 
west of Greenport, in the spring 
of 1638, among those named as his 
companions being William Salmon, 
William Purrier, Thomas Osman 
(Osborn), Thomas and James 
Reeve, Thomas Benedict, John 
Corey, Thomas Terrill, Edward 
Tredwell and Henry Whitney. 
The name of Founders’ Landing 
on Hallock’s Neck is based on the 
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early arrival there, possibly before 
1640, of Peter Hallock and asso- 
ciates. It is not unlikely, therefore, 
that the Rev. John Youngs and 
followers were greeted upon their 
arrival not alone by Indians. Be 
that as it may, it is certain that 
Southold is one of New York 
State’s two earliest towns and that 
its Old First Church, founded the 
same year, is the State’s earliest 
English church. 

The founders of Southampton 
town hailed from Lynn in Massa- 
chusetts. There on March 10, 1639, 
they signed a document called ‘‘The 
Disposall of the Vessel’, which 
provided for the formation of a 
company to establish a permanent 
settlement. 

The signers of this document 
were Edward Howell, Edmond Far- 
rington, Josiah Starborough, George 


LONG ISLAND FORUM 


Welbe, Job Sayre, Edmond Need- 
ham, Henry Walton, Daniel How, 
John Cooper, Allen Bread, William 
Harker, Thomas Halsey, Thomas 
Newell, John Farrington, Richard 
O'Dell, Philip Kyrtland, Thomas 
Farrington and Thomas Terry. 
On April 17, 1640, the company 
procured a patent from Agent 
James Farrett for “eight myles 
square of land” of their own 
choice, and shortly thereafter a 
group of eight men, one woman 
and a child, including the captain, 
Daniel How and Farrett, sailed for 
Long Island aboard a small sloop. 
First landing at Manhasset 
(Schout’s) Bay, How and Farrett 
recrossed the sound to New Haven, 
leaving the others to plant the “‘per- 
manent settlement’. However, be- 
fore this could be done, the Dutch 
ordered them to leave, which they 
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did as soon as the sloop returned. 

Sailing eastward, they arrived 
June 12 on the northerly shore of 
future Southampton. 

The site of this second landing 
is called Conscience Point, accord- 
ing to a tradition from the one 
woman passenger, upon stepping 
ashore, exclaiming, ‘For conscience 
sake, we're on dry land’. Follow- 
ing an Indian trail, now North Sea 
Road, the little band reached Old 
Town Pond around which during 
the next eight years the settlement 
took root in what has since been 
called Old Town. 

The year before the founding of 
either Southold or Southampton, 
however, a permanent self-gov- 
erned community had taken root on 
the Isle-of Wight, in present East 
Hampton town, founded nine years 
later. This was the grant to Lion 
Gardiner who with his wife and a 
coterie of servants and slaves had 
come from Connecticut to occupy 
the 500-acre manorial insular es- 
tate which, still held by the Gard- 
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iners, is the oldest family domain 
in the country. 

In 1642 Rev. Francis Doughty 
and followers from New England 
settled, with the permission of 
Wilhelm Kieft, successor to Gov- 
ernor Van Twiller, at Mespat in 
the future town of Newtown, at 
the westerly end of the island. The 
following year, during the Kieft 
Indian uprising, it was destroyed 
by up-country redskins and the little 
band of Englishmen took refuge 
across the East River in New Am- 
sterdam at the southerly tip of 
Manhattan. 

But this same year Rev. Robert 
Fordham and John Carman as 
agents of Rev. Richard Denton and 
others, awaiting them at Stamford, 
across the sound, purchased the site 
of Hempstead town, including that 
of North Hempstead town, from 
its Indian proprietors, headed by 
Tackapousha, chief of the Massa- 
pequas. Here the following year 
the town of Hempstead was erected, 
likewise with Kieft’s permission, 
the initial settlement being at ‘‘the 
Town Spot’, now in the village of 
Hempstead. 

In 1645 the town of Flushing 
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was founded by Englishmen under 
a Kieft grant, and soon thereafter 
the town of Gravesend by Lady 
Deborah Moody and fellow New 
Englanders. Thus one after an- 
other English settlement, with 
Dutch permission, took root in the 
present counties of Kings, Queens 
and Nassau, well within the bounds 
of New Netherlands. 

Meanwhile in 1648, at the far 
eastern end of the island, English- 
men founded the town of East 
Hampton. Not until 1687, how- 
ever, was the town extended east- 
ward to Montauk Point after hav- 
ing established its western bounds 
adjacent to Southampton. 

The heads of the first nine fam- 
ilies of East Hampton were John 
Hand, Thomas Talmag Jr., Daniel 
Howe, Thomas Thomson, John 
Stretton Sr., Robert Bond, Robert 
Rose, Joshua Barns and John Mu- 
ford. They were soon joined by 
Thomas Osborne, William Hedges, 
Ralph Dayton, Thomas Chatfield, 
Thomas Osborn, William Fithian, 
Richard Brookes, William Simonds, 
Samuel Belknap, Samuel Parson, 
Joshua Garlicke, Fulke Davis, Na- 
thaniel Bishop, William Barnes, 
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John Osborne, Jeremiah Veale, 
John Miller, Charles Barnes, Ste- 
phen Hand, Thomas Baker, Rich- 
ard Shaw, Jeremiah Meacham and, 
already settled on his island estate, 
Lion Gardiner. 

At this time, although shore- 
whaling had taken root in South- 
ampton town (the first whaling by 
white men in this country), and 
cattle-raising on the Hempstead 
plains, far to the west, the land 
between was a _ wilderness still 
owned by the Indians. There were 
no political subdivisions on the is- 
land other than the widely sepa- 
rated towns. 

In the year 1650, however, Gov- 
ernor Peter Stuyvesant, successor to 
Wilhelm Kieft, in a desperate at- 
tempt to retain some territory, 
agreed with New England to divide 
the island between their jurisdic- 
tions. By mutual agreement the 
English assumed proprietorship of 
the eastern three-quarters, leaving 
the more thickly populated western 
one-quarter as part and parcel of 
New Netherlands. The line of divi- 
sion coincided almost identically 
with the subsequent Nassau-Suffolk 
county line, and thus for the first 
time the Suffolk County area as- 
sumed a distinct political identity 
although, except for three town- 
ships and Gardiner's Island Manor, 
it also was still a wilderness un- 
marked and unclaimed by white 
men. 

Between 1650 and the English 
conquest of 1664, however, the 
picture changed. In 1652 came the 
settlement of Shelter Island, to 
gradually acquire town status in- 
dependent of Southold. The same 
year the Hicksville area was set- 
tled. The following year Oyster 
Bay and Huntington towns came 
into being; in 1655 Brookhaven 
and in 1656 Jamaica. All of these 
were English, as was Smithtown 
which, acquired by Richard Smith 
in 1663, became a town two years 
later. As for Islip town, it was 
not chartered until 1710 while Riv- 
erhead remained a part of Southold 
until 1792 and Babylon a part of 
Huntington until 1872. North 
Hempstead town was erected from 
Hempstead in 1784. 


Have been taking the Forum for 
several years and my husband and 
myself, being Long Islanders, en- 
joy every word of it. Mrs. Leslie 
R. Marchant, Yaphank. 
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Do-It-Yourself Kimono 


Want a kimono? Just send for 
the chart and directions and start 
cutting The kimono has come into 
its own again as a negligee or 
lounge costume. One of the most 
beautiful and graceful of national 
costumes, kimonos have their prac- 
tical side too . . . there is nothing 
you can make that is easier to do 
and do well; and there is nothing 
easier to slip into. 


Margo. Dewhurst has simplified 
to the nth degree the cutting and 
fitting of a kimono which you can 
run up literally in m‘nutes. Mrs. 
Dewhurst is the charming Japan- 
ese girl posing here in a kimono 
of her native land. She is a grad- 
uate of Traphagen School of Fash- 
ion, where she studied both Cos- 
tume Design and Clothing Con- 
struction, and she was a fashion 





magazine editor in Tokyo before 
she came to America as a war 
bride. She is now designing in New 
York and knows all the points that 
make for chic in both Japanese 
and Western dress. 

Mrs. Dewhurst says a Japanese 
woman may spend an hour tying 
her obi, but a wide sash, one of 
the features of her pattern, is just 
as effective. For your kimono she 
suggests fabrics with a feel of the 
East. If you want to be wrapped in 
luxury, try a pure silk jacquard 
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. . . but cotton is the most com- 
fortable for summer. 

For your free chart and direc- 
tions for making “Margo’s Kim- 
ono,” just send your request to her 
alma mater, Traphagen School of 
Fashion, 1680 Broadway (52nd 
St.), New York 19, N.Y., and be 
sure to enclose a stamped, self- 
addressed envelope. 





Wilson’s Sail-Loft, Etc. 


In the August 1956 Forum Miss 
Kate W. Strong had an interesting 
story about Wilson’s sail-loft in 
Port Jefferson which supplied the 
sails for the America when in 
1851 she won the _ international 
cup in England and brought it to 
this country where it has since 
remained. As a boy I knew some 
of the later Wilsons—Effingham, 
Joe and Robert. Effingham used to 
go to the beach with my father to 
paint. He did some wonderful 
watercolors of the ocean, the dunes 
and the breakers. 

In that story Miss Strong svoke 
of a jointed doll, whittled from 
wood, which was displayed in the 
sail-loft during her earlier years 
and she wondered what had become 
of it. I have a line on its travels 
and its present resting place 
which I followed up after reading 
her story. 

I always enjoy to the full Julian 
Denton Smith’s stories. No one 
could describe the things of nature 
as he does in the Forum without 
most careful study and personal 
observation. His description of the 
night heron (March issue) reminds 
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me that I have seen them roost, 
during the day, on a dock spile and 
await the return of a fishing boat, 
then when it arrived drop down 
on its cull board and go over the 
waste bay matter. 

I have also seen one Samuel 
Petersen, here at Bellport, feed 
small fish to harbor gulls which 
flew down and took them from his 
fingers. 

(Capt.) Wilbur A. Corwin 

Bellport 


I have recently become interest- 
ed in Long Island history in gen- 
eral. I might add that your syndi- 
cated column in various Nassau 
County weeklies has been one of 
the factors to arouse this interest. 
As Woodrow Wilson once said, 
“The history of a nation is only 
the history of its villages written 
larger.” John C. Sorosick, Oyster 
Bay. 
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What he needs is more 
: —_—_ HOUSEPOWER. Shrinking TV pictures... 
frequent blackouts...octopus tangles... 
lV slow-heating appliances 


\ which mean overheated wires—all are signs 
of an outdated electrical system. 
Inadequate wiring in four out of five homes today—even many new homes—keeps people 


from adding electrical equipment they need and want. 
Most of them can’t fully enjoy even the appliances they already have. 








Don’t let lack of wiring spoil your home life. Often, just a 
little more wiring is all that’s needed. In any case, you can 
easily bring your home’s wiring up to date. Modern wiring 
is moderate in cost and there’s no muss or inconvenience. 


You actually owe Modern Wiring to yourself and your family— 


because— 
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To dine at leisure in 
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Hunt’s Foster House 
(Established 1847) 
Featuring the Finest Foods Anywhere 
Banquets and Weddings 
Call SAyville 4-4181 
Dinners to 9 P. M. Weekdays 
10 P. M. Saturdays 
Closed Mondays. South Road 
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An Experienced Homestead 


The December issue is, as usual, 
very interesting. I’m taking my 
pony to Carl Olson (mentioned in 
“Some Old Brookhaven Homes’’). 
I visited his home a few years 
ago, and it really looks as if it 
has seen years of experience. 

Henry J. Bishop 
Patchogue 





I sure enjoy the Forum and read 
it from cover to cover. Percy E. 
Wells, RFD 2, Sauquoit, N. Y. 





Needless to say, I enjoy the For- 
um immensely and want some of 
my friends to share my own inter- 
est. A. Clark Bedford, Shelter Is- 
land Heights. 
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